[image: image1.jpg]


Shoveling Up the Consequences 
The Impact of Substance Abuse on Federal, State and Local Budgets

We are all aware of the untold agony substance abuse and addiction reeks on individuals, families and society as a whole. But, what about the actual costs to taxpayers? 
A recent study published in May, 2009 by The National Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse (CASA) at Columbia University provides the grim reality. The forward, by Joseph A. Califano, Jr., Founder and Chairman of CASA, summed it up this way, “...Of every dollar federal and state governments spent on substance abuse and addiction in 2005,  95.6 cents went to shoveling up the wreckage and only 1.9 cents on prevention and treatment, 0.4 cents on research, 1.4 cents on taxation or regulation and 0.7 cents on interdiction.” 
The report presents evidence that prevention programs aimed at smoking, illegal and prescription drug abuse, and underage and excessive adult drinking can be effective. So why is 95 percent of taxpayer dollars being spent on the consequences of substance abuse? That drains much-needed funds from government budgets to prevent homicides, suicides, domestic violence, child abuse, sexual assaults, unplanned pregnancies, homelessness, sexually transmitted diseases, birth defects and more than 70 million illnesses requiring hospitalization – all tied to substance abuse.
However, it also offers specific actions to reduce the burden on governments and taxpayers, to save lives and improve health.

For three years, CASA has been analyzing the federal, state and local government expenditures to estimate the spending related to substance abuse and addiction. The result is the first comprehensive picture ever assembled of substance-related spending across all levels of government. The report

offers the nation examples of just how much our failure to prevent and treat addiction costs.
Read more.
